
“—I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH—”

(Matthew 16:18)

by Dale Rumble

Preface
There is a con flu ence of events oc cur ring in the

church, among na tions and in the heav ens which will
lead to the day of the Lord. How ever, one thing will be
com pleted be fore that day comes: the church will be re -
stored; the bride of Christ will pre pare her self for her
Lord’s re turn.

Re pent there fore and re turn, that your sins may be
wiped away, in or der that times of re fresh ing may
come from the pres ence of the Lord; and that He may
send Je sus, the Christ ap pointed for you, whom
heaven must re ceive un til the pe riod of res to ra tion
of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of
His holy proph ets from an cient time. (Acts 3:19-21)

Let us re joice and be glad and give the glory to Him,
for the mar riage of the Lamb has come and His bride
has made her self ready. (Revelation 19:7)

We Chris tians to day are a privi leged peo ple, for we
are liv ing in a time of prom ise and res to ra tion. The Lord
is build ing His church; He is rais ing up an army
equipped with the gos pel of the king dom to re claim for
Him self that which has been sto len by the en emy. He is a 
God of res to ra tion and re newal!

Then I will make up (re store) to you for the years that
the swarm ing lo cust has eaten, the strip ping lo cust,
and the gnaw ing lo cust...and you shall. ..praise the



name of the Lord your God, Who has dealt won -
drously with you .... (Joel 2:25-26)

While it is a glo ri ous time of res to ra tion, it is also a
time of test ing, of shak ing and prepa ra tion for cli mac tic
spiri tual war fare. The church can only be built by the
Lord. Be liev ers are anointed to lay foun da tions and care
for His peo ple, but only the Lord can cause spiri tual life
and struc ture to take place. What He builds will not be
made up of two classes of be liev ers: per form ers and spec -
ta tors. It will not be a place to go for en ter tain ment. It is
His body on earth; He ini ti ates what is to take place in
the or gan ism of life which is His body.

The pres ent day type of “su per churches" and “su per 
min is tries” are not His meas ures of spiri tual suc cess.
What man builds, he con trols; what the Lord builds, He
con trols! And what the Lord is build ing, He will use to
ac com plish His pur pose at the close of this age.

RESTORATION
Since the time of Mar tin Lu ther there has been a

con tin ual res to ra tion of spiri tual truth; truths once held
pre cious by the first Chris tians, but which were lost dur -
ing a pe riod of de clen sion that lasted for over a thou sand 
years.

The his tory of church res to ra tion is filled with ex am -
ples of Chris tian groups who be came con tent with where
they were in God, and with the truth they pos sessed. Be -
cause there was no hun ger to press into new truth, these 
be liev ers were left be hind when the cloud of res to ra tion
moved on. The re sult was that hu man pro grams re placed 
the mov ing of the Spirit among them, and the peo ple set -
tled down to an or tho doxy of the status- quo.
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It is vi tal for us to rec og nize how much more land
there is to be pos sessed to day, lest we too, be left be hind
ad mir ing what we pos sess and fail ing to see the glory
ahead.

There is never a time when we should be sat is fied
with where we are in our walk with God, ei ther as in di -
vidu als or as a church. The words of Paul ex press what
the proper heart at ti tude should be:

...not that I have al ready ob tained it, or have al ready
be come per fect, but I press on in or der that I may lay
hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ
Je sus. ..for get ting what lies be hind and reach ing for -
ward to what lies ahead, I press on to ward the goal
for the prize of the up ward call of God in Christ Je sus. 
(Philippians 3:12-14)

A church will not bene fit from a res to ra tion of spiri -
tual gifts and the five fold (as cen sion gift) min is tries of
Ephe si ans 4:11 apart from a re newal of hu mil ity, right -
eous ness and prayer. Hearts must be pre pared! In fact,
an em pha sis on the su per natu ral work ings of the Holy
Spirit apart from these at trib utes of char ac ter can hin der 
the cause of Christ.

It is im pera tive that lead ers do not be come side -
tracked with sec on dary con cerns and miss the thrust of
res to ra tion. It is so easy to be come overly in volved with
min is try needs and pro grams to the ne glect of more im -
por tant things. What we are in God will al ways be more
im por tant than what we do for Him. To re pent and be
pu ri fied is to be re stored.

I be lieve the fol low ing three as pects of res to ra tion
are criti cal and es sen tial to the church at this pres ent
time:

· to be come more a peo ple of His pres ence.
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· to build stronger bonds of re la tion ship in the fam ily
of God, es pe cially be tween lead ers in as sem blies and 
be tween as sem blies.

· to en sure that lo cal as sem blies are built af ter the
pat tern of New Tes ta ment churches. The in ter face of
God’s gov ern ment among His peo ple to day is fo -
cused here. He must be al lowed to build His church
in His way. In di vid ual lead ers have spe cific and lim -
ited min is te rial func tions; there fore, the di ver sity of
all the five fold min is tries is re quired in as sem blies to 
equip the saints as lo cal ex pres sions of the full ness
of the Lord’s life and gov ern ment. The qual ity of
“what we are in God” will be seen here; for it is in lo -
cal as sem blies that saints ma ture in Christ and es -
tab lish re la tion ships, from which min is tries are
raised up and re leased to build the body of Christ
world wide. Thus, the lo cal as sem bly is key in res to -
ra tion truth to day.

THE BLINDERS OF TRADITION
Be cause of the lack of ap os tolic and pro phetic min is -

tries dur ing past moves of res to ra tion, all avail able truth
was not prop erly in te grated into the vari ous new bod ies
of be liev ers that emerged over the years. A rigid defi ni tion 
of or tho doxy led many groups to re ject new truth. This
has given rise to the nu mer ous de nomi na tions within
Chris ten dom to day. As God calls His peo ple from vari ous 
re lig ious back grounds into the move of His Spirit to day,
it is im por tant that blind ers of tra di tion do not dis tort
the vi sion and pat tern of the house that He is build ing.
The fol low ing seven tru isms con cern ing the church ad -
dress many of these tra di tional is sues:
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1. The church is not an or gani za tion; it is an or gan ism 
of spiri tual life. An as sem bly is a lo cal ex pres sions
of the body of Christ.

2. A church is not a group of be liev ers united in mem -
ber ship by a creed; it is a com mu nity of be liev ers
who are in cove nant com mit ment to the Lord and
one an other.

3. Be liev ers are not com mit ted to the church for the
sake of Christ; they are com mit ted to Christ for the 
sake of the church.

4. The min is try ori en ta tion of a lo cal church is not pri -
mar ily pas toral, it is ap os tolic, For this rea son,
Christ has placed in the church, first apos tles (1
Corinthians 12:28). This ap os tolic em pha sis is the
ba sis of church re pro duc tion. The Lord is rais ing up
spiri tual fa thers to day to ad dress this need.

5. Po si tions of re spon si bil ity in the church are not of -
fices that op er ate when men oc cupy them; they are
spiri tual func tions for which men have been given
grace and an anoint ing to serve. When there is not
anoint ing there will be no valid func tion.

6. There are no clergy and la ity classes of saints; be -
liev ers are in di vidu ally mem bers of the body of
Christ, with each one anointed for his or her vo ca -
tional call ing in God.

7. A lo cal church does not gov ern it self as a de moc racy; 
it is a the oc racy un der the author ity of Christ Who
anoints a pres by tery of men to over see the as sem bly. 
These over se ers are not men who rule by domi nat ing 
the peo ple, rather they are ser vants who lead by ex -
am ple. This sev enth item is of ten a dif fi cult truth for
many to em brace. For this rea son it will be ad -
dressed in de tail.
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ELDERSHIP: PLURAL AND COLLEGIAL

This sub ject in varia bly raises ques tions; ques tions
that are hon est but which arise out of the tra di tion of hi -
er ar chi cal lead er ship that emerged late in the first cen -
tury and which is still com mon to day. For this rea son, I
will treat the topic by an swer ing the seven ques tions
asked most fre quently:

1. Is it scrip tural for the over sight of an as sem bly to be
shared among a plu ral com pany of men? An swer:
Yes, once the as sem bly has been prop erly es tab -
lished and there are men quali fied to be set in place
as elders (Acts 14:23; 20:17, 28; 1 Pe ter 5:1-2; Ti tus
1:5). There is no scrip ture that iden ti fies a lo cal
church lead er ship po si tion where one in di vid ual
gives di rec tion to elders, or through the elders, to
God’s peo ple. This role be longs to the Lord. God’s
word does not com mand His peo ple in a church to
be sub ject to a leader; He com mands them to be
sub ject to their lead ers (Hebrews 13:7, 17; 1
Thessalonians 5:12-13).

The words, over seer, bishop or elder in scrip ture are
used syn ony mously in re fer ring to those who shep -
herd a church. How ever, by the sec ond cen tury, the
writ ings of men such as Ig na tius and Ire naeus re veal 
that one of the pres by tery, re ferred to as the bishop
or pas tor, had been ele vated as a sin gu lar author ity
over the other elders. This was the be gin ning of hi er -
ar chi cal church gov ern ment.

2. What does “plu ral equal ity” im ply? An swer: It does
not mean that the men in ques tion are equal in stat -
ure, abil ity, visi bil ity or ex pe ri ence. They are sim ply
equal in bear ing re spon si bil ity for over sight of the
as sem bly. Eld ers are col le gial; they are not clones.
They will be dif fer ent both in per son al ity and in the
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na ture of their spe cific min is try. Some will mani fest
a greater abil ity to coun sel; oth ers will be more gifted 
at teach ing or evan gel ism. One with a pro phet’s
heart may be used by the Lord more of ten to speak
di rec tively to the peo ple. Such dif fer ences should
ex ist in an eld er ship for di ver sity is needed to rep re -
sent the Lord more com pletely in the shep herd ing
func tion. In ad di tion, some may be men who also
work in secu lar em ploy ment. That does not make
them any less than the other elders. Full time sup -
port should be more re lated to trans lo cal min is try
de mands than to lo cal shep herd ing needs.

3. What are the rea sons for plu ral ity? An swer: There
are four pri mary pur poses:

Ac count abil ity: we can not trust our own heart and
judg ment; each of us needs some one to watch over
our per sonal life as well as the qual ity and pri ori ties
of our min is try. Those who shep herd oth ers are not
im mune from the need for shep herd ing; and they
can not be shep herded from a re mote lo ca tion. One
has only to look at the number of promi nent min is -
ters who have fallen into sin to un der stand why this
is so. When lead ers walk in an ac count able sub mis -
sion to one an other, any thing which arises be tween
them that could cause di vi sion must be faced and
dealt with im me di ately. Con fron ta tion is an in her ent 
part of ac count abil ity. It is dan ger ous for a man to
be raised up in a promi nent min is try if he is not cov -
ered by broth ers who love and care for him. This was 
the rea son why God in tended Jona than to walk in
cove nant with David, so that later he could sit be -
side him on the throne and speak into David’s life to
keep him from er ror (1 Samuel 23:17). Jona than’s
fail ure to walk out his cove nant with David is re -
flected in the sins that David later fell into while
king.
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Di ver sity: the serv ice of a godly pas tor por trays the
Lord Je sus Christ as the Good Shep herd. An
anointed teacher also re flects the teach ing min is try
of the Lord; the same is true for the other min is tries. 
It is the di verse min is try in a col lege of men over see -
ing the as sem bly that more fully re flects the com -
plete min is try of the Lord Je sus. The re sult is a
bet ter ca pa bil ity to equip the saints for serv ice and
bring them to ma tur ity.

De vel op ing min is ters: the lo cal as sem bly is God’s
semi nary for the train ing of elders and the re lease of
trans lo cal or trav el ing min is tries. This will in volve
such men prov ing faith ful first in places of lim ited
re spon si bil ity, such as a home church leader where
an anoint ing to over see the lives of oth ers can be -
come ap par ent. Af ter they have proven faith ful, and
if they ex hibit an anoint ing for eld er ship, a tran si -
tion to greater re spon si bil ity can oc cur. As the spe -
cific na ture of the min is try of such men be come
more ap par ent it should be en cour aged by their
peers. In this man ner, all of the five fold min is tries 
can be ex pected to emerge from an eld er ship over
time. The re lease of min is tries in this fash ion to
other ar eas is the re pro duc tive prin ci ple by which
new as sem blies are raised up. Thus, an as sem bly
func tions as a liv ing or gan ism,  not as a static or -
gani za tion. In a ma ture as sem bly, there should be a
con tin ual flow of men into the min is try of dea cons,
some of whom will go into eld er ship, and some of
these on to a trans lo cal min is try. There is no “po si -
tional limi ta tion” on the number of min is tries, in -
clud ing elders. Growth is hori zon tal in num bers, not 
ver ti cal through lev els of author ity, and is lim ited
only by quali fi ca tions not by va can cies or job op -
por tu ni ties. 
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Char ac ter: Plu ral ity pro vides a bet ter check and bal -
ance of the daily lives and char ac ter of lead ers.
Should a leader fall into sin, there will be far less
chance of a ma jor im pact on the church than in the
case of a sin gle leader. To be suc cess ful, plu ral ity
does re quire a greater meas ure of char ac ter, for it
will not work apart from a deep bond of trust and
com mit ment be tween the men in volved.

Iron sharp ens iron, so one man sharp ens an other.
(Proverbs 27:17)

There will be many mar vel ous op por tu ni ties for the
Lord to deal with flaws in the hearts of those who
walk in the col le gial bond of eld er ship. This gov ern -
ment struc ture will not work un less and un til there
is mu tual rec og ni tion and sub mis sion to one an -
other. Hu mil ity, proba bly more than any other char -
ac ter trait, is re quired for this to take place; and
what marks a bond ser vant more than hu mil ity and
meek ness?

It took forty years in the des ert for the Lord to pre -
pare Moses to lead God’s peo ple into the prom ised
land. This prepa ra tion fo cused on char ac ter for ma -
tion; Moses be came the meek est man in the earth.
When God called him to this task, Moses re plied:

Let me know who you will send with me. (Exo dus
33:12)

He had learned he could not walk in lead er ship
alone. He saw his need for other men to help him.

Eld er ship is a call to func tion as ser vants (Matthew
20:25-28). The is sue is not how much author ity one
has, but how well do oth ers sub mit to it. A hi er ar chy 
en cour ages the con cept of rul ing rather than serv -
ing. There is less chance that the peo ple will get
their eyes on a man when there is no one domi nant
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author ity fig ure. Eld ers are to be ex am ples to the
flock in their hu mil ity and sub mis sion to one an -
other. The va lid ity of their author ity is not found in
lord ing it over the sheep, or over one an other, but in
the ex am ple they set.

...nor yet as lord ing it over those al lot ted to your
charge, but prov ing to be ex am ples to the flock. (1
Pe ter 5:3)

4. Are all “as cen sion gift” min is tries elders? An swer:
No, a young man may pos sess the call and anoint ing 
of one of these five min is tries but be too young, or
have per sonal or fam ily rea sons why he can not as -
sume the re spon si bil ity of eld er ship.

5. Can a man be an elder based on ad min is tra tive ca -
pa bil ity alone, and not be one of the five min is tries?
An swer: No, there must ex ist grace to shep herd and
equip the flock.

6. Does this mean a church should never be un der a
sin gle leader? An swer: No, an ex pe ri enced pas tor is
bet ter than a plu ral ity of nov ices. Also, one who fa -
thers an as sem bly func tions in a “one man” min is try 
un til such time as there arises from the con gre ga -
tion those to whom the Lord has given grace for eld -
er ship. This ap os tolic min is try can be in the form of
a team, but the author ity of the team lies with the
apos tle. The step of for mally iden ti fy ing and set ting
elders in place is an ap os tolic re spon si bil ity. This
was the con text of Paul’s com mis sion to Ti tus for
Crete:

“For this rea son I left you in Crete, that you might set
in or der what re mains, and ap point elders in every
city as I di rected you.” (Ti tus 1:5)

Thus, there are two in ter de pend ent authori ties re -
lated to lo cal churches:
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· Apos tles who ap point elders.

· Eld ers who, in time, will re lease from their com pany
apos tles and other min is tries (Acts 13:1-4).

7. Is it not true that the first church at Je ru sa lem was
un der the lead er ship of one man, ei ther Pe ter or
James? An swer: No, the fol low ing his tory of events
clearly show a plu ral lead er ship at all times:

· Acts 2-5 The apos tles were jointly united in lead er -
ship dur ing this pe riod.

· Acts 6 When the apos tles in Je ru sa lem heard that
Sa maria had re ceived the word of God un der Philip’s 
min is try they sent Pe ter and John there.

· Acts 11:30 Eld ers in Je ru sa lem are men tioned for
the first time. We are not told who they were, ex cept
for the apos tle Pe ter (1 Pe ter 5:1), and Ju das and Si -
las who were also proph ets. (Acts 15:22,32) These
elders, along with other apos tles, pro vided the over -
sight at Je ru sa lem.

· Acts 15:2 When Paul faced the is sue of her esy com -
ing from Je ru sa lem he did not go to re solve it with
James or Pe ter alone; he came to meet with the
apos tles and elders.

· Acts 15:22-28 The de ci sion of the coun cil of lead ers
was a plu ral one: “The apos tles and the breth ren
who are elders...since we have heard...it seemed
good to us...there fore, we have sent Ju das and Si -
las...for it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and us...”

One might ask, how will the church gov ern the world 
if it does not learn to gov ern it self prop erly to day?
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APOSTOLIC FOUNDATION

The fol low ing four re quire ments qual ify a man as a
valid apos tle:

· God’s grace. As for all min is try, there must first be
grace for this call ing (Ephesians 4:7-11, Romans
12:6, 1 Corinthians 15:10).

· Rep re sen ta tive char ac ter. Not merely one with more
right eous con duct, but one with the char ac ter
quali ties of a bond ser vant (1 Cor in thi ans 9:11-19;
1 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:6-7, 10-12; 2 Thes sa lo ni ans
3:7-9; 2 Timo thy 2:24-25).

· The qual ity of church(es) he has built prove him to
be a “master- builder” (1 Corinthians 3:10). He
should be able to point to an as sem bly and say as
Paul said of the Cor in thi ans:

...for you are the seal of my apos tle ship in the Lord.
(1 Corinthians 9:12)

· The first three are ab so lute re quire ments; the fourth
one is not unique to apos tles. I re fer to su per natu ral
signs and won ders (2 Corinthians 12:12). Such signs 
should fol low any min is try who is preach ing the gos -
pel of the king dom.

The man ner in which “ap os tolic qual ity” is built into
the foun da tion of a lo cal as sem bly can be ex plained with
the fol low ing anal ogy. When a baby is con ceived in the
womb of a mother it be gins with a de posit of life that
con tains the nec es sary ge netic in for ma tion. As the cells
mul ti ply and spe cial ize, in time, or gans will be formed.
The body be comes “ORGAN- ized.” What has hap pened is
that struc ture has emerged out of life. It is the same in a
church; life be gets struc ture, cor rect struc ture can never
pro duce life.
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How ever, the baby lives, not only be cause it has a
com plete number of healthy or gans, but be cause of the
life flow be tween or gans. Each or gan is func tion ing for
the bene fit of the whole body; there are many mem bers
(or or gans) but one body. The or gans are syn er gis ti cally
re lated. This is also how mem bers are to be built to gether 
in the church. Hav ing all min is try func tions pres ent is
not suf fi cient; there must be a re la tion ship of life be -
tween them to pro duce proper health and whole ness in
the body. Some times a child is born with a physi cal de -
form ity. Per haps one of the or gans in the body was im -
prop erly formed, or some func tional re la tion ship be tween 
or gans was miss ing. Gen er ally, the cause of such a mis -
for tune is that cer tain ge netic in for ma tion was miss ing at 
con cep tion. Life was pres ent, but some of the pat tern
was miss ing. Life brought forth struc ture, but the struc -
ture was de fi cient.

This also oc curs in churches. A foun da tion can be
laid with out all of the pat tern pres ent. Men and women
have been saved, filled with the Holy Spirit and built to -
gether on the Lord Je sus; but the vi sion for their foun da -
tion was im per fect. The re sult is a lack of whole ness in
the body that emerges. Un for tu nately, the pat tern of
what was built in such an as sem bly will then be re pro -
duced in other as sem blies raised up by min is tries from
this church. It is a prin ci ple of re pro duc tion that the
origi nal pat tern will be re peated. This is why it is vi tal to
build cor rectly in the first place, and why church res to ra -
tion is so im por tant. If a hi er ar chi cal struc ture is built
into a lo cal church, in evi ta bly, this flaw will oc cur in
sub se quent as sem blies birthed from that as sem bly, and
it will also be mani fest in the man ner in which these
churches then re late to one an other and to the rest of the 
body of Christ.

We might be sur prised at how many frus trated apos -
tles and proph ets there are to day try ing to be “good pas -
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tors” in tra di tional churches. They are un able to ful fill
the call they feel in their heart be cause of the author ity
con straints of the old wine skin they are in.

There are vi tal dif fer ences in the worlds ap proach to
gov ern ment and that of the Lord. The fol low ing two mod -
els are com monly used in the secu lar world; these may
ex ist sepa rately or be used in com bi na tion.

1. The “army/busi ness en ter prise/chain of com mand”
model. De ci sions are made at the high est po si tion of
author ity and are then passed down through suc -
ces sive lev els of author ity to be car ried out. Peo ple
re spond to the author ity of an of fice in their obe di -
ence.

2. The “demo cratic/shar ing decision- making re spon si -
bil ity” model. The area of de ci sion may be based on a 
number of de fined op tions passed down from a
higher author ity to the peo ple, who are now free to
choose an ap pro pri ate ac tion. The re sult ing de ci sion
may be sim ply the mat ter of a ma jor ity vote, or it
may come out of re sponse to the author ity of one
among them who dem on strates a higher level of
knowl edge and com pe tence, or one with a more com -
mand ing per son al ity.

In these two mod els, peo ple re spond to ei ther the
author ity of an of fice, or to the author ity of com pe -
tence/per son al ity of an in di vid ual, nei ther of which is
ap pro pri ate in the church. In fact, when God’s peo ple
back slide they fall into these mod els of be hav ior (Judges
21:25; 1 Samuel 8:4-22; Eze kiel 34).

The Lord’s model for the lo cal church is to in vest His 
author ity in a col le gial com pany of godly men who are
His ser vants; men com mit ted to serve the church and to
walk be fore the peo ple as ex am ples of His will. Char ac ter 
and serv ice is the ba sis of their author ity. Love pro vokes 
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obe di ence. The Lord seeks obe di ence in re sponse to His
love for us. He does not de mand sub mis sion be cause of
His great power and author ity but be cause of what He
has done for us. If men fail to will ingly re spond to the
author ity of His char ac ter, they will even tu ally be forced
to re spond to the author ity of His of fice.

Ap os tolic author ity must fol low the same prin ci ple.
Be cause Paul laid down his life as a bond ser vant in
build ing churches, he could com mand obe di ence on the
ba sis of his char ac ter and serv ice among them (1 Cor in -
thi ans 9:4-19; 2 Cor in thi ans 12:12-21; 1 Thes sa lo ni ans
2:4-13; 2 Thes sa lo ni ans 3:7-9).

WHAT LIES AHEAD?
What should we ex pect to hap pen next in the Lord’s

great work of res to ra tion? There are three things in par -
ticu lar I be lieve we will see in the days ahead:

1. A ma jor em pha sis from the Lord on obe di ence and
char ac ter. Where sin is not re pented of in the
church, it will be ex posed. As the Lord builds up
Zion, He will judge and purge the spirit of Baby lon
from among His peo ple. Thus, there is a great need
to spend more time in His pres ence; to un der stand
His call on our life.

2. A sig nifi cant in crease in su per natu ral min is try. I be -
lieve this is why char ac ter is so im por tant. God is
go ing to mani fest greater power in evan gel ism and
spiri tual war fare through out the earth by the gos pel
of the king dom. The em pha sis will be to reach out
more to the poor and those in great bond age, not
only to see souls saved, but to see the gov ern ment of 
His king dom es tab lished in the church.
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3. There will be an in creas ing number of lo cal ex pres -
sions of the body of Christ es tab lished by ap os tolic
and pro phetic min is tries. Among these bod ies of be -
liev ers, re gional churches will emerge in geo graphic
ar eas. Ap os tolic and pro phetic men from dif fer ent
churches will be gin mov ing in re la tion ship and sub -
mis sion to one an other. They will re late to one an -
other just as elders do in lo cal churches. This will
rep re sent a new di men sion in re stor ing the church
from the con trol ling in flu ence of man. As such
churches in crease in num bers, there will be temp ta -
tions to in tro duce or gani za tion in the name of main -
tain ing or der. Any such con trol, or hi er ar chi cal form
of gov ern ment, must be avoided. The fo cus of res to -
ra tion is al ways that Christ more fully be comes head 
over all things in His church.

There is one thing to keep in mind as we move for -
ward with these ex pec ta tions into the fu ture: The glory of 
the lat ter house will be greater than that of the former.
The early church is only the pat tern for res to ra tion. The
glory and mag nifi cence of the church that the Lord
comes for will far tran scend that of the early church. It
will be to tally vic to ri ous with out spot or blem ish,
crowned with the glory of God. THIS IS OUR VISION
FOR THE FUTURE!


